
TAXONOMICNOTES ON AMERICANPHANEROGAMS—I

Lyman B. Smith

This series is begun in order to record such notes as are
necessitated by routine determinative work. Unless otherwise
stated all material cited is deposited in the Gray Herbarium
of Harvard University.

Although many authors have regarded Pleuroatachys as a

synonym of Rynchospora , very few of the species have ever
been transferred. The following species appear to be valid
and to merit transfer to Rynchospora :

RYNCHOSPORAFIUMINENSIS L. B. Smith, nom. nov. Nemochloa
Beyrichii Nees in Mart. Fl. Bras. ii. pt. 1, 152 (18^2), non
Rynchospora Beyrichii Steud. Syn. PI, Glumac, ii. l44
(1855). Pleuroatachys Beyrichii Steud, Syn, PI, Glumac, ii.

159 (1855). P. panicoides Pfeiff. in Bot, Archiv. ix, 240
(1925),

RYNCHOSPORAFOLIOSA (Kunth) L. B, Smith, comb, nov.
Pleuroatachys foliosa Kunth, Enum, PI, ii, 284 (1857).

RYNCHOSPORAGAUDICHAUDII (Brongn.) L, B. Smith, comb,
nor. Pleurostachya Gaudichaudii Brongn. Voy. Coquille, 174

(18^). NemochlosTGaudichaudii Nees in Mart. Fl, Bras, ii.

pt, 1, 150 (1842),
RYNCHOSPORAGRAiMINIFOUA (Brongn.) L, B. Smith, comb,

nov. Pleurostachya gra mini folia Brongn, Voy, Coquille, 175

(1854T:
RYNCHOSPORAMRTIANA (Nees) L, B, Smith, comb, nov,

Nemochloa Martiana Nees in Mart. Fl, Bras, ii. pt. 1, 150

(1842). Pleurostach ya Martiana Steud. Syn. PI. Glumac. ii,

159 (1855),
RYNCHOSPORAMILLEGRANA (Nees) Schrad, ex Griseb. Fl,

Brit, W, Ind, 575 (1864), Nemochloa millegrana Nees in

Mart, Fl. Bras, ii . pt. 1. l49 (1842). Pleurostachya mi 1-

le^rana Steud, Syn. PI. Glumac. ii. I59 (1855),

RYNCHOSPORAORBIGNIANA (Brongn,) L. B, Smith, comb, nov,

Pleurostachya Orbigniana Brongn. Voy. Coquille, 175 (18^4).

P. macrantha Kunth, Enum. PI. ii. 286 (I857). Nomochloa Or-

bigniana Nees in Linnaea, ix. 299 (1854). Nemochloa macran -

tha Nees in Marc. F 1. Bras. ii. pt. 1, 151 (1842).

RYNCHOSPORAPANICOIDES Schrad. ex Nees in Mart. Fl.

Bras. ii. pt. 1, 154 (1842), in synonymy. Pleurostachys

stricta Kunth, Enun. PI. ii. 286 (1857), non Rhynchospora

stricta Boeckl. in Linnaea, xxxvii. 605 (1875). Nomochloa

stricta Nees in Hooker's Joum. Bot. ii . 598 (l840). The

name panicoides has not been used for any other species of
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Rynchoepora , so it may be revived for this one although pub-
lished in synonyray,

RYNCHOSPORAHJBEHJIA (Boeckl.) L. B, Smith, comb. nov.
P1 euro eta chys puberula Boeckl. in Flora, Ixiii. 455 (l880),

RYNCHOSPORASCALARIS L. B. Smith, nom. nov. Pleurostachyg
Urvillii Brongn. Voy. Coquille, 175, t. 51 (ifi^^), non Rhyin-

choapora Urvillei Steud, Syn. PI, Qlumac, ii. l49 (1855).
Nemochloa Urvillei Neea in Mart. Fl. Brae. ii. pt. 1, 150
(1842).

RYNCHOSPORASPARSIFLORA (Kunth) L. B. Smith, comb. nov.
Pleurorbachye epar si flora Kunth, Eniim. PI. ii, 266 (l857)«
Nemochloa spar si flora Nees in Mart. Fl. Bras. ii. pt. 1, 151

(1842).
RYNCHOSPORATENUIFLORA (Brongn.) L. B. Smith, comb. nov.

Pleurostachys tenuiflora Brongn. Voy. Coquille, 175 (1854).
Nomoehloa tenuiflora Neea in Linnaea, ix. 295 (1854). N.

turbinate Nees in Meyen, Reiee, i. 112 (1845), in synonyngr.

Pleuroetachys elegans Kunth, Enum. PI. ii. 285 (18^). Nemo-
ghloa elegans Neea in Mart. Fl. Bras. ii. pt. 1, l49 ( lM2y.
Pleuroetachys Luetzelburgiana Pfeiff. in Fedde, Rep. Spec.

Nov. xix. 294 (1924). P. latifolia Pfeiff. ibid. 295.
Nomoehloa turbinate was published in synonymy to begin

with, and later authors in separating it have given no
really distinctive characters to justify such action. The
inflorescence is much denser than in mature Rynchospora ten-

uiflora > but that is only because the type consists of very
young material,

Pleuroetachys Luetzelburgiana and P^ latifolia were
based on minor distinctions which break down on comparison
with ample material of I^chospora tenuiflora .

APHEIANDRA PRISMATIC A (Veil.) Hiem in Kjoeb. Vidensk.
Meddel. 78 (l877). Rue Ilia prismatica Veil. Fl. Flum. 267

(1825), Icones, vi. t. 98 (1827). R. quadrangularis Veil.
ibid. 267, t. 97. Rue Ilia guadrangularis has been consid-
ered a synonym of Aphelandra sciophila Mart., yet the lat-
ter has distinctly dentate floral bracts while Vellozo'a
plate of the former shows the bracts entire. R^ guadrangu-
larie and R^^ prismatica are simply young and mature stages
of the same species. In a single collection from Alto da
Serra in the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil (L. B. Smith
19^4 ). I have specimens matching each plate perfectly.

RUELUA SOLITARIA Veil. Fl. Flum. 266 (l825), Icones,
vi, t. 95 (1827). Diptera can thus Schauerianus Nees in
Linnaea, xvi . 290 (1842). Ruellia Schaueriana Lindau in
Engl. &> Prantl, Nat. Pflanzenf. Iv. Abt. 5b, 'IIO (1895).
That there can be little doubt of the identity of Vellozofs
speoies, was found in determining A. C. Brade 11015 and

L. B. Smith 1^5 , both from the city of Rio de Janeiro.
Consequently there is no point in maintaining Lindau' b

much later name for the species.


